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President Johnson yester- 
day urged Latin America to 
reduce its military expendi- 
tures and spend the money 
instead for a speed-up of 
social and economic revolu- 
tion. 

In a major policy speech 
marking the fifth anniversary 
of the Alliance for Progress, 
the President also said that 
advances already made have 
shattered myths that funda- 
mental change is Impossible 
and that communism is the 
wave of the future. 

But to quicken the pace, he 
said, there must be economic 
integration, improved educa- 
tional techniques, and agrar- 
ian modernization. 

He stressed that “the re-: 
sources required for these 
tasks must not be needlessly 
spent on arms.” 

Military budgets in Latin 
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The President will meet 
Sunday with Prime Minis- 
ter Pearson of Canada. 
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America, Mr. Johnson said, 
“are not exceptionally large, 
by the general world stan- 
dards, but there is a recurrent 
tendency to seek expensive 
weapons with little relevance 
to the requirements of secur- 
ity. This tendency is often 
reinforced by c o m p e tition 
with neighboring countries,” 
The President added: “In 
these Americas, where by 
solemn treaty and by estab- 
lished practice our govern- 
ments are bound to resolve 
disputes by peaceful means, 
we must find a way to avoid 
the cost of procuring and 
maintaining unnecessary mili- 
tary equipment that wUl take 
clothes off the back and food 
away from the stomach and 
education away from the 
mind of our children.” 

The thrust of the Presi- 


his pleasure with reminders 
of the challenge that lies 
ahead. He pointed out that 
with the Latin American pop- 
ulation- expected to reach 625 
million by the year 2000, farm 
production should increase by 
6 per cent a year, double the 
present rate; at least 140 mil- 
lion new jobs should be creat- 
ed; over a million new homes 
should be built yearly; more 
than 175,000 new doctors 
should be trained to meet only 
minimum requirements; hun- 
dreds of thousands of new 
classrooms should be con- 
structed; and annual per 
capita growth rates should in- 
crease to the range of 4 to 6 
per cent. 

To pave the way for meet- 
ing this challenge, the Presi- 
dent said, the meeting of 
Presidents of the American 
Republics to be held in a few 
months will consider Latin 
economic integration in par- 
ticular. 

“In the total development 
of Latin America,” he said, 
“. . . region-wide plans and 
collaboration are absolutely 
essential.” 

As for education, Mr. John- | 
son asserted, “the AUiance so 
I far has only scratched a thin 
mark on the mass of illiter- 
acy.” He suggested the use of 
radio, television, and audio- 
visual techniques, and called 
for the development of multi- 
national institutions for ad- 
vanced training in science and 
technology. 

Better Crop Planning 

In discussing the need for 
agricultural improvement, he 
stressed that half of the 
people live in rural areas but 
receive less than a quarter of . 
the national income. He said 
there must be better crop 
planning, better soil, fertilizer, 
amid water control, good exten- 
sion service, shared mechani- 
zation, and improved credit, 
marketing, and distribution. 

Diplomats noted, however, 
that he did not emphasize the 
need for structural land re- 
form, or land redistribution, 
though about 10 per cent of 
Latin America’s landowners 
own some 90 per cent of the 
land. 

Mr. Johnson said that the ; 
“sometimes very controver- ! 
sial” New Deal program dmr- | 
ing the Great Depression, 
which, he indicated, prevented 
the Nation’s “surrender to 
authoritarian rule,” showed 
that sweeping change can be 
progressive and peaceful. 


dent’s speech, delivered ■ to 
representatives of the Organi- 
zation of American States in 
the Pan-American Health 
Union, was on social and eco- 
nomic rather than political 
progress. But he called on 
Latin American leaders to 
respect personal freedom and 
human dignity. 

“If men are not truly free,” 
he said, “if individuals are not 
protected against economic 
and political exploitation, they 
will turn to violence and ex- 
tremism, whose first victim is 
progressive reform.” 

Exceeding Minimum Goal 

In expressing his pleasure 
over progress achieved so far, 
the President pointed out that 
the average Latin American 
growth rates are exceeding the 
minimum goal of 2% per cent 
per capita set forth at Punta 
del Este in 1861. 

He maintained that such 
progress' has “shattered the 
myth that the status quo wiU 
not yield to progressive 
changes as a way of life. It 
has shattered the msdh that 
the nations of the hemisphere 
cannoit look across national 
frontiers ... in the search for 
common solutions. 

“It has shattered the myth 
that inflationary spending is 
the royal road to rapid de- 
velopment. And it has shat- 
tered the myth that commun- 
ism in this hemisphere is the 
wave of the future; the tragic 
plight of the Cuban people 
has shown communism’s writ 
to be worthless.” 

But Mr. Johnson leavened 



